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designate September 2009 as Gospel Music
Heritage Month and honor gospel music for its
valuable and longstanding contributions to the
culture of the United States. Gospel music is
an American art form that has spanned hun-
dreds of generations and its musical roots can
be heard throughout many musical genres that
we love today. It is important that we recog-
nize and celebrate the vital role gospel music
has had on music history. For this reason, |
ask that you join me in supporting my resolu-
tion expressing support for designating Sep-
tember 2009 as “Gospel Music Heritage
Month,” honoring gospel music for its valuable
long-standing contributions to American cul-
ture. | would also like to thank the 6 co-spon-
sors who have seen fit to honor our gospel
music heritage.

The history of gospel music can be traced
back to African American spirituals that blend-
ed diverse elements from African music, me-
lodic influences from lIrish folk songs and
hymns, and ultimately borrowed from other
uniquely American musical styles including
ragtime, jazz, and blues.

The influence of gospel music can be found
infused in all forms of secular music, from rock
& roll, country, soul, R&B, and countless other
styles. The legacy of gospel music includes
some of the most memorable voices and pio-
neers in American history, such as Thomas
Dorsey, Mahalia Jackson, James Vaughan,
Roberta Martin, and many more. Gospel
music has laid down the musical foundation
for legendary recording artists such as Elvis
Presley, Marvin Gaye, Aretha Franklin, Buddy
Holly, Whitney Houston, Ray Charles, Dolly
Parton, Mariah Carey, Bob Dylan, and Randy
Travis.

Gospel music has had an overwhelming in-
fluence on American culture and this bill rec-
ognizes gospel music’s contributions by cele-
brating the rich heritage of gospel music and
its artists in the month of September, 2009.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill as
we move it to the floor for a vote.

The joint resolution was ordered to
be engrossed and read a third time, was
read the third time, and passed, and a
motion to reconsider was laid on the
table.

——
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SUPPORTING GOLD STAR
MOTHERS DAY

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform be
discharged from further consideration
of the resolution (H. Res. 513) sup-
porting the goals and purpose of Gold
Star Mothers Day, which is observed
on the last Sunday in September of
each year in remembrance of the su-
preme sacrifice made by mothers who
lose a son or daughter serving in the
Armed Forces, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 513

Whereas the American Gold Star Mothers
have suffered the supreme sacrifice of moth-
erhood by losing a son or daughter who
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served in the Armed Forces, and thus perpet-
uate the memory of all whose lives are sac-
rificed in war;

Whereas the American Gold Star Mothers
assist veterans of the Armed Forces and
their dependents in the presentation of
claims to the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs and aid members of the Armed Forces
who served and died or were wounded or in-
capacitated during hostilities;

Whereas the services rendered to the
United States by the mothers of America
have strengthened and inspired Americans
throughout the history of the United States;

Whereas Americans honor themselves and
the mothers of America when they revere
and emphasize the role of the home and the
family as the true foundations of the United
States;

Whereas by doing so much for the home,
the American mother is a source of moral
and spiritual guidance for the people of the
United States and thus acts as a positive
force to promote good government and peace
among all mankind; and

Whereas the last Sunday in September,
which in 2009 is September 27, is observed as
Gold Star Mothers Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and purpose of Gold
Star Mothers Day, which is observed in re-
membrance of the supreme sacrifice made by
mothers who lose a son or daughter serving
in the Armed Forces; and

(2) urges the President to issue a proclama-
tion calling upon the people of the United
States to observe Gold Star Mothers Day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ures just considered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

———————

ATTEMPTS TO DERAIL HEALTH
CARE REFORM

(Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, when our friends on the other
side of the aisle decide in advance to
oppose any health care reform bill,
they’re putting politics ahead of the
needs of the American people.

Guaranteeing coverage for pre-
existing conditions, which affect 45 per-
cent of insured Americans, they’re
against it. Closing the prescription
drug doughnut hole for seniors, they’re
against it. Protecting families from
the cost of catastrophic illness, they’re
against it. Half a trillion in Medicare
and Medicaid savings, they’re against
it. A plan of their own, they’re even
against that, too.

Why, Mr. Speaker? Uniform opposi-
tion to all reform, all savings, all ex-
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tended coverage? Why? The answer is
simple, chilling, and deeply troubling.
Senator DEMINT, Republican of South
Carolina, put it bluntly: If we’re able
to stop Obama on health care, it will be
his Waterloo. It will break him.

At least the distinguished Senator
from South Carolina is honest about
the Republican agenda. It’s not about a
substantive critique. It’s about poli-
tics, a calculated cynical strategy to
derail reform of a broken health care
system, a reform that can benefit every
American family and small business.

———

NATIONAL THERAPEUTIC
RECREATION WEEK

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, in July we celebrate Na-
tional Therapeutic Recreation Week.
And therapeutic recreation or rec-
reational therapy embraces a defini-
tion of health, which includes not only
the absence of illness, but extends to
enhancement of the physical, cog-
nitive, emotional, social, and leisure
development.

This caring profession touches the
lives of individuals facing life-changing
disease and disability all across the Na-
tion. These services are provided by
professionals nationally certified by
the National Council for Therapeutic
Recreation Certification as certified
therapeutic recreation specialists.

Every day, countless individuals face
rebuilding lives as a result of disease
and disability. These individuals ben-
efit from compassionate and cost-effec-
tive care of a certified therapeutic
recreation specialist. Recreational
therapy ultimately aims to improve an
individual’s functioning and keep them
as active, healthy, and independent as
possible.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the car-
ing professionals of the therapeutic
recreation profession for the services
and care that they provide every day.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF THOMAS
MAROVICH, JR.

(Mr. MCcCLINTOCK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to pay tribute to a young man who
gave his life last week while fighting
the Backbone Fire in the Trinity Alps
wilderness.

Thomas Marovich, Jr. was just 20
years old. He was in his second year
with the U.S. Forest Service assigned
to the Modoc National Forest. He was
training with the Chester Helitack
crew assigned to the Backbone Fire
when a training accident claimed his
life.

He was born and raised in Hayward,
but he had come to Northeastern Cali-
fornia to protect our forests, our com-
munities, and our citizens from the
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ravages of fire. Thomas Marovich had
wanted to be a firefighter since he was
a little boy and, by all accounts, had
an exemplary life ahead of him. He was
only able to live 20 years of that life,
sacrificing the rest of it for the safety
of our community. And for that, we
owe him and his grieving family our
eternal gratitude.
——

THE COMMUNITY LIVING ASSIST-
ANCE SERVICES AND SUPPORTS
ACT

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
there’s a health care bill that the
Democrats have proposed here in the
House that would have a major impact
on the way that health care is provided
in this Nation.

One of the areas that hasn’t been
talked about a lot is long-term care.
Specifically, the CLASS Act, Commu-
nity Living Assisted Services and Sup-
ports Act, is included, which would
mandate government-sponsored, long-
term care insurance on all Americans.
Now, unfortunately, the $50-a-day allo-
cation for long-term care insurance is
only a portion of the actual cost for
the long-term care. Consequently, this
is a huge unfunded mandate on who,
Mr. Speaker? On you, the American
people.

Instead, Congress should consider
positive solutions which would make
long-term care insurance more acces-
sible by allowing it to be covered under
FSAs and cafeteria plans and other pa-
tient-centered plans. Without a doubt,
Americans need a plan in advance for
long-term care. They should be allowed
to work with family and trusted advis-
ers to ensure their long-term needs are
covered. The government should not
limit the type of long-term care Ameri-
cans may select.

This is just another example of the
government telling people what kind of
care they should need and may receive.

————
GOSPEL MUSIC HERITAGE MONTH

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, we’ve had a long session of
hard work, and I believe this is an ap-
propriate ending to be able to honor
some of America’s culture. And so I
rise today to acknowledge the passing
of H.J. Res. 12, to designate September
2009 as Gospel Music Heritage Month
and honor the gospel music for its val-
uable and longstanding contributions
to the culture of the United States.

I thank the majority leader and the
Republican leadership. I thank the
chairman of the committee, Chairman
TowNs, and Ranking Member ISSA of
Government Oversight, all of those
who have worked, along with my 16 co-
sponsors who recognize the value of the
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songs sung by the likes of Mahalia
Jackson singing Precious Lord; Yo-
landa Adams, The Battle is the Lord’s;
Sandi Patty; and the work that Elvis
Presley did when he sang his gospel
songs; Israel, out of Lakewood Church;
Kurt Carr with This Little Light of
Mine; Donnie McClurkin, Just Stand;
and Rev. Gregg Patrick, who is both a
producer and a singer.

We have a wide vastness of musical
talent in this Nation. I'm glad we’re
celebrating gospel music.

———

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE
HURTING

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people are hurting and losing jobs
at an alarming rate. The President and
the Democrats in Congress promised
that their trillion dollar stimulus bill
would create jobs immediately and
keep unemployment below 8 percent.
But since the President signed his so-
called stimulus into law, the national
unemployment rate has reached 9.5
percent, a 26-year high, and over 2 mil-
lion more jobs have been lost.

It’s clear the Democrats $1.1 trillion
stimulus scheme isn’t working. It’s
clear Democrats are on the side of
more government, more taxes, and
more debt. House Republicans are on
the side of the American people, fight-
ing for working families and small
businesses to put America back to
work.

The American people deserve real so-
lutions for real recovery, and House
Republicans will continue to fight for
these solutions on behalf of the Amer-
ican people.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR OF
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Chair of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE,

Washington, DC, July 30, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,

The Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Today, on July 30,
2009, the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure met in open session to con-
sider three resolutions for the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, in accordance with 33
U.S.C. 542. The resolutions authorize Corps
surveys (or studies) of water resources needs
and possible solutions. The Committee
adopted the resolutions by voice vote with a
quorum present.

Enclosed are copies of the resolutions
adopted by the Committee.

Sincerely,
JAMES L. OBERSTAR.

Enclosures.

RESOLUTION—DOCKET 2819—BLACK RASCAL

CREEK, MERCED, CALIFORNIA

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-

tation and Infrastructure of the United
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States House of Representatives, That the
Secretary of the Army review the reports on
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Basin Streams,
California, published as House Document No.
367, 81st Congress, 1st Session, and other re-
ports to determine whether any modifica-
tions of the recommendations contained
therein are advisable at the present time in
the interest of flood damage reduction, and
other related purposes in the vicinity of the
Black Rascal Creek Watershed, Merced, Cali-
fornia.

RESOLUTION—DOCKET 2820—DEADMAN’S RUN,

LINCOLN, NEBRASKA

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the United
States House of Representatives, That the
Secretary of the Army review the reports of
the Chief of Engineers on the Missouri River
and Tributaries, published as House Docu-
ment Numbered 475, 78th Congress, and other
reports to determine whether any modifica-
tions of the recommendations contained
therein are advisable at the present time in
the interest of flood damage reduction, envi-
ronmental restoration, and other related
purposes in the Deadman’s Run Watershed,
located in the vicinity of Lincoln, Nebraska.
RESOLUTION—DOCKET  2821—HYDROELECTRIC

POWER, UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER SYSTEM,

ILLINOIS, IOWA, MINNESOTA, MISSOURI, AND

WISCONSIN

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the United
States House of Representatives, That the
Secretary of the Army review the report of
the Corps of Engineers, entitled Upper Mis-
sissippi River and Illinois Waterway System:
Report of the Chief of Engineers, dated De-
cember 15, 2004, and other pertinent reports,
to determine whether any modifications of
the recommendations contained therein are
advisable at the present time in determining
the feasibility of incorporating hydroelectric
power into the improvements of the navi-
gable portions of the Upper Mississippi and
Illinois River system, Illinois, Iowa, Min-
nesota, Missouri, and Wisconsin.

——
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——
LET’'S TAKE CARE OF AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a
year ago today, when we recessed for
the August break, there were some of
us who stayed here on the House floor
and continued to talk about energy and
American independence in energy.
Eventually, the powers that be turned
out most of the lights, turned off the
microphone, turned off the cameras,
but we talked on that Friday, and then
we continued to talk through most of
the month of August, even though a
formal session did not occur. And we
talked about the need to be energy
independent.

Now we’ve gone a year from that, and
what has happened in that 1 year?
Well, things have only gotten worse as
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